
Purpose
This program provides a forum to discuss the impact of interpersonal violence and trauma in our 
communities and to explore the various pathways to healing for the purpose of  intervening, preventing, 
and promoting recovery from various forms of oppression including child abuse, domestic violence, 
elder abuse, sexual abuse, stalking, hate crimes, and murder. This conference is relevant for those who 
work in law enforcement, child advocacy, mental health, victim services, domestic violence shelters, 
education, medical settings, the judicial system, and for survivors and other members of the public who 
are concerned with these issues.

Educational Objectives – Participants will be able to:
Define stalking and describe its connection to intimate partner violence and sexual assault. 1.	
Summarize the diverse and marginalized populations impacted by interpersonal violence. 2.	
Discuss the role of technology in stalking and harassment. 	 3.	
Identify multiple systems/institutions in our community that serve and respond to individuals 4.	
impacted by interpersonal violence.

Featured Speakers:
Jodi Rafkin, J.D., is currently the program attorney for the Stalking Resource Center, National 
Center for Victims of Crime in Washington, D.C.  The mission of the Stalking Resource Center is 
to raise national awareness about stalking and to encourage the development and implementation 
of multidisciplinary responses to stalking in local communities across the country.  Prior to joining 
the National Center, Jodi was a Deputy District Attorney in Los Angeles County, an Assistant U.S. 
Attorney in the Eastern District of California, and a consultant for the American Bar Association, 
where she worked in developing countries to promote criminal justice reform and the rule of law.  
She has over 20 years experience working with victims of crime, prosecuting cases involving sexual 
assault and domestic violence at the state and federal levels, and was the Violence Against Women 
Act Coordinator for the Eastern District of California.  Jodi has trained on various topics, including 
stalking, domestic violence, sexual assault, international assistance, and counter-terrorism.  Jodi 
received her Juris Doctor from the University of Santa Clara School of Law and her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Sociology and Government from Simmons College.

Cheryl A. Ricciardi is the Statewide Crisis Response Coordinator for the Florida Office of the Attorney 
General.  She has served in this capacity since 2003 and oversees a cadre of 840 crisis responders 
throughout the state who provide emotional first aid in the aftermath of tragedy or disaster.  Cheryl is 
responsible for deploying those team members within the state of Florida, as well as across the nation.  
In addition, Cheryl provides the training necessary to become part of the Florida Crisis Response 
Team.  Prior to this position, Cheryl served as the Executive Director of a child abuse prevention 
agency, and has also worked in the arenas of domestic violence and sexual assault.  She currently 
serves on the Florida Crisis Consortium which oversees development and implementation of the 
state’s Disaster Behavioral Health Response Plan, as the Chairperson of the state’s Emotional and 
Spiritual Care Committee, and on the Education Committee for the National Organization for Victim 
Assistance (NOVA).  As a crisis responder, Cheryl was on the first National Crisis Response Team 
from Florida to respond to New Jersey after the September 11th terrorist attacks.  Later, she would 
lead a team to Ground Zero to provide emotional support to the construction workers, firefighters, 
and law enforcement officers on site.  In 2006, Cheryl was presented with the prestigious George M. 
Donnelly National Crisis Responder of the Year award given at the NOVA Annual North American 
Conference.  Since 2003, Cheryl has coordinated countless teams to respond to Florida’s hurricanes, 
Hurricane Katrina, the San Diego Wildfires, and numerous other tragedies.
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the Sexual Battery Committee of the 
Gainesville Commission on the Status of Women, Inc. 

Challenging Interpersonal Violence:
Creating Safe Connections in Communities

Trinity United Methodist Church

4000 NW 53rd Avenue

Gainesville, Florida

28th Annual Conference
Thursday, May 21, 2009

 Psychologists - American Psychological Association (APA) - This course is co-sponsored by 
The Gainesville Commission on the Status of Women Inc. PO Box 13245 Gainesville FL 32604 and

R Cassidy Seminars PO Box 14473 Santa Rosa CA 95402 866-992-9399 www.ceuregistration.com. R. Cassidy Seminars is an 
approved provider of continuing education for psychologists.  R. Cassidy Seminars maintains responsibility for this program. 

5 Hours Continuing Education Credits

CE credits for mental health professionals (LMHC, LCSW & LMFT) provided by GCOSW, Inc. (PR#50-795 Exp 3/11).

Suwannee River Area Health Education Center, Inc. is a Florida Board of Nursing approved provider of 
continuing nursing education.  CE Broker Provider ID #50-1922.  This program meets the requirements for up to 

6.0 hours of continuing education credits for nurses.

Registration Fee 	             Early 				$65 Fee: 		      

			Regular 				$75 Fee: 		

			Student 				$35 Fee: 		

CE’s (For Psychologists) 					$25 Fee: 		

CE’s (For LMHC, LMFT, LCSW) 				$25 Fee: 		

CE's (For Nurses) 					FREE

Donation 						$ (Optional) 		

Total Enclosed 						             		

Federal ID #59-3222-382       			  		

Make Checks Payable To: Gainesville Commission on the Status of Women, Inc.

CANCELLATION POLICY: NO REFUNDS

Mail Registration Form To: 		GCOSW c/o Brandi Corbin

				Peaceful Paths

				P.O. Box 5099
				Gainesville, FL 32627

For Further Information Call: Brandi Corbin M-F 8:00-5:00 (352) 377-5690

Visit our website  www.gcosw.org

(Please complete form on reverse side)

Registration & Information Form
Challenging Interpersonal Violence:

Creating Safe Connections in Communities

Conference Date:	     		Thursday, May 21, 2009
Early Registration: 		     	$65 (post-marked no later than May 1, 2009)

Registration:		     	$75 
Full-time Student Registration:	$35 
Fee Includes:		     	Conference attendance, breakfast, lunch, & snack.
CE’s: 	Psychologists and Mental Health 
	Professionals (as defined by F.S. 
	Chapters 490 and 491) add $25.00 for 
	CE credits. 

Satisfactory Completion:  Participants must have paid the tuition fee and completed an attendance/evaluation 
form in order to receive a certificate of completion/attendance.  PLEASE NOTE: Florida psychology 
participants must also complete and turn in a scan card for each session attended.  Participants not fulfilling 
these requirements will not receive a certificate.  Failure to complete these documents will result in forfeiture 
of credit for the entire course.  No exceptions will be made. Certificates for psychologists will be sent after 
the seminar or posted on the internet at www.cmehelp.com, and certificates for nurses and 491 licensees will 
be available at the end of the conference. 

Due to the content of our program children will not be allowed. 
We regret that child care is unavailable.

#



Survivors’ Art Exhibit 2009

The Survivors’ Art 
Exhibit 2009 

has the distinction of 
showcasing survivors’ art.  The 

art displayed is that of survivors 
of relationship violence, family 
violence, sexual abuse, sexual 
assault, child abuse, and other 

forms of interpersonal violence. 

May 10 - May 29, 2009
The Gallery

of the J. Wayne Reitz Union

University of Florida

Opening Reception

Friday,  May 15, 2009, 7-9p.m.
Refreshments Served

Gallery Hours:
Monday - Thursday, 9a.m.-9p.m.

Friday - Sunday, 9a.m.-6p.m.

For Exhibit Information Call:
Deborah A. Hart (352) 336-8414

Map to Conference Site

Trinity UMC - 
between the 

GRU Substation 
& Mile Run 
Subdivision

Exit 390 NW 39th Avenue

NW 53rd Avenue

Exit 387 Newberry Road W. University Avenue

NW 8th Avenue

N
W

 43rd St.

N
W

 34th St.

N
W

13th St.

I-75

8:00 - 8:45	R egistration and Continental Breakfast

8:45 - 9:00	 Welcome & Introduction
	 Tanja van der Veen, MSW, Chair, SBC, GCOSW

9:00 - 10:00	 “...And Stalking (The Often Overlooked Aspect of the Violence Against 	
	 Women Movement)
	 Jodi Rafkin, J.D.

10:00 - 10:15	 Break

10:15 - 11:45 	M orning Workshops

Session 1  Hot Topics in Teen Dating Violence 
Participants will gain a foundation of knowledge about teen dating violence and the issues that affect 
these teens.  Topics will include the dynamics of dating violence, the physical and mental health impact 
of dating violence, the unique obstacles that teens face, and the legal rights of minors with regards to 
dating violence.  
Presenter:  Tonya Turner, J.D., Training and Technical Assistance Attorney, Break the Cycle
Moderator:  Anna Guest-Jelley, M.A., Director, Violence Prevention Program, Peaceful Paths

Session 2  Domestic Violence: Therapeutic Interventions by Psychotherapists
This workshop will help clinicians learn therapeutic approaches and enhance specific skills when working 
with clients who are experiencing domestic violence.  Topics covered will include the roots of battering, 
obstacles to leaving, goals of treatment, and applying a feminist and trauma-focused approach. 
Presenter: Gilda Josephson, Ph.D., LMHC, Private Practice
Moderator:  Lisa Ferdinand, Ph.D., Visiting Assistant Clinical Professsor, University of Florida Counseling 
Center

Session 3  Interpersonal Violence: The Intersections of Race, Gender, and Culture
Interpersonal violence knows no boundaries and is not delineated by race, class, gender, ethnicity, 
religion, or age.  In this workshop, discussion will center on challenges and complexities that exist among 
various populations who are victimized by interpersonal violence and responding to these individuals in 
a culturally competent manner.  Additionally, in order to effectively provide services, participants will be 
presented with some of the underlying causes of self-identification versus non-identification as a victim. 
Presenter: Cheryl A. Ricciardi, B.A., Statewide Crisis Response Coordinator, Florida Office of the 
Attorney General
Moderator: Wayne Griffin, Ph.D., Associate Director, University of Florida Counseling Center

Session 4 Updates to Florida Law Pertaining to Sexual Violence Victimization
This workshop will cover changes to Florida law over the past two years that relate to issues relevant 
to sexual violence and victimization.  The updates to Florida statutes regarding the availability of forensic 
exams to victims of sexual battery who do not wish to report to law enforcement, the right of a victim 
to have a victim advocate present during a forensic exam, and the right of a victim to refuse to be 
compelled to take a polygraph exam as a condition of a law enforcement investigation will be reviewed.  
Other topics of discussion will include changes to Florida statutes related to dating violence and the 
increased penalty for strangulation, stalking and cyberstalking statutes, and civil remedies available for 
victims of sexual violence.
Presenter: Kevin Robertson, Partner/Attorney, Galigani Robertson Law Firm
Moderator: Gretchen Howard, Director, Victim Service Unit, Office of the State Attorney Eighth Judicial 
Circuit of Florida
 
11:45 - 1:15	 Lunch
	 Presentation of Martha V. Varnes Award
	 Entertainment by Gosia and Ali
 
1:15 - 2:15	 “A Multi-faceted Approach to Responding to Interpersonal Violence”		
	 Cheryl A. Ricciardi

2:15 - 2:30 	 Break

2:30 - 4:00 	A fternoon Workshops

Session 5 Using Technology to Stalk
Stalkers today are demonstrating unprecedented levels of skill with information technology and other 
forms of technology including global positioning systems, cameras, and assistive devices.  Students today 
possess unprecedented levels of skill with information technology.  This workshop focuses on how 
stalkers use technology, including how it can impact life on campus, as well as preventative measures, 
safety planning, and legal remedies for victims.  
Presenter: Jodi Rafkin, J.D., Program Attorney, Stalking Resource Center, National Center for Victims of 
Crime
Moderator:  Kenya Malyka Davis, M.A., Victim Advocate, Alachua County Victim Services and Rape Crisis 
Center

Session 6 Creating Healthy Connections and Relationships
Workshop participants will be provided with background information about the Relational-Cultural 
Model and an overview of Growth-Fostering Relationships. The information presented is applicable to 
interpersonal relationships, interactions with clients within a therapeutic setting, and interactions with 
colleagues and others within a professional context or work environment. The workshop will include 
both didactic and experiential components.
Presenters: Tamara L. Martin, Ph.D., Psychologist, Private Practice, and Jaime Jenkins, Ph.D., Assistant 
Clinical Professor, University of Florida Counseling Center
Moderator:  Anthony Greene, PhD., Director, Employee Assistance Program, and Psychologist, University 
of Florida Student Mental Health Center

Session 7 The Transgender Experience: Understanding Identity and Well-Being of a Hidden 
Minority
This workshop will provide an overview of transgender identity development and discuss the effects of 
discrimination such as isolation, mental health problems, and victimization.  Strategies to increase safety 
for transgender people along with skills and resources for effectively engaging this population will be 
provided. 
Presenter:  Richmond Wynn, M.S., LMHC, Specialist, Student Counseling and Interim Program 
Coordinator, LGBT Resource Center, University of North Florida
Moderator: Natalie Arce Indelicato, Ph.D., LMHC, Specialist, Student Counseling, University of North 
Florida

Session 8  Elder Abuse and Exploitation
The presentation will address the current and future role of elders in the state of Florida. Using Florida 
statutes, facts, and statistics, the presenter will explain the different categories of elder abuse.  Additionally, 
the topics covered will provide participants with tools to uncover possible elder abuse and exploitation.  
Presenters will illustrate their points with explicit examples and conclude with ways the audience can 
prevent and stop abuse.       
Presenter: Arthur Forgey, Public Information Officer, Alachua County Sheriff ’s Office, and Detective 
Sergeant Thomas Witherington, Alachua County Sheriff's Office 
Moderator:  Allison Kemp, Ph.D. Psychologist, Private Practice

4:00 - 4:30	I nformal wrap-up/networking/pass out CE’s

–Preliminary Program –

Conference Coordinators
Judith Bellaire
Brandi Corbin
Stacey Davis

Jamie Funderburk
Deborah Hart
Jeff Holcomb

Natalie Indelicato
Sara Larsen

Tamara Martin
Fern Nix

Susan Norred
Lucille Rhim

Michele Shriner
Debbie Snyder

Tanja van der Veen

Name:
Address:

agency:

Please check the category below that best describes 
your affiliation:

	  Law Enforcement
	  Child Advocacy
	  Mental Health Professional
	  Victim Services/Domestic Violence Shelters
	  Education
	  Social Service Agency
	  Medical
	  Other (please specify)						    

City                                                     	S tate			Z   ip

Street &/or P.O. Box                                           

I cannot attend the conference. Please accept my donation of $		  to the 
Gainesville Commission on the Status of Women, Inc.

(Please Complete Form on Reverse Side)

Mail Registration Form To:		G  COSW, c/o Brandi Corbin

					P     eaceful Paths

					P     .O. Box 5099
					G     ainesville, FL 32627

Telephone                                         	E -mail Address

Please Note: You Will Need Your License # 
to Receive CE Credit

Registration Form

Please circle ONE preference for each workshop session

	      Morning Sessions	A fternoon Sessions

	          1   2   3   4	 5   6   7   8       
  Please indicate how you received this brochure:

	 by mail at home	 	 by mail at work	 	 from colleague	

	 online	 	 other (please specify)						    


